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I ntroduction

Do you know anyone who is wrong about himself orsaé: he thinks he is an
extrovert when he is actually an introvert, he kisilne is funny when actually his jokes
make no sense whatsoever (and he ends up laugienigehd off regardless of how
everyone else responds); he thinks he can singwilh actually he can’t; he thinks he
is creative when actually he is not; he thinksshkevel-headed when actually he is a hot
head? Have you ever heard a lazy person complaiat @nother person’s laziness? You
want to respond, “Where is the disconnect? Youjas¢ as lazy.” Has anyone ever
gossiped to you about another believer who “jusisgis so much”? Only one who
considers himself to be above gossiping will gosdiput another person’s struggles with
gossiping. A messed up self-perception is actialtpmmon phenomenon among people.

| personally know a guy who considers himself iielig—he claims to follow a
higher power and constantly quotes (the same quistea the Bible. Whenever | talk to
him he always says things like, “You know how itngan... you know what | am talking
about. Its all about loving as Jesus loved.” Tharknows that | am a pastor and thus he
speaks to me like an “insider” or something. Hd wibke a statement about humility or
love and then will laugh afterwards in way that coumicates, “Oh... you know the
woes of being the righteous among the wicked!” Amltl everyone around this man can
see that he is as far from religious as you camsiplysget. When he gets interrupted in
the middle of our conversation about “God” (whoet@od” might be to him) by his
kids, he has no problem yelling, swearing, and ingsat them mid-sentence, and then,
without skipping a beat, he will pick up where bé# bff in our discussion about the woes
of being the righteous. Everyone around him can theehypocrisy—the facade of
religion. To be honest | feel bad for this man. Ttheh about him is so evident to
everyone around, and yet, you can tell that hdyreéhinks that he is on this earth as
God's representative. Yet no one seeks advice fmom) no one asks him to pray, no one
brings up spiritual conversation around him becabsg can discern him much better
than he can discern himself. You almost feel badrfe guy.

It is kind of like when someone who thinks they &uany tells a really stupid
joke that makes no sense. Everyone stands arouhdjimes a sympathy laugh just to
spare the guy. Everyone knows that it will ruin tasy (if not his world) if he were to
come to terms with the fact that he really isniriy at all. He is so oblivious to who he
is in reality.

This is the exact problem with the Israelites inldthi 2:17-3:5: the Israelites are
wrong about themselves. They think themselves t@rme way when in fact they are
another; they think they are up when they are #igtdawn, right when they are actually
left, round when they are actually square, blaclenvthey are actually white. What we
find in this section of the book of Malachi is ththe Israelites think themselves to be
God’s true, innocent people when they are actually. Their self-perception is
completely out of whack.



| really believe that these Israelites genuinellielve that they are sincere and
righteous before God. Without a doubt, the Israslin Malachi's day are wicked and
vile; they couldn’t give a rip about God, his h@ss, nor his glory. For example, we saw
from Malachi 1:2-5 that the Israelites questionedd@ love; in 1:6-2:4 they were
presenting their junk, their trash, on God’s aligainst his word; in 2:5-9 we saw that
they had a non-existent relationship with God tlgfotis word; in 2:10-16 we saw that
they had broken the very heart of the covenant@uwat had made with them by breaking
faith with God and each other by divorcing theiv@s in order to marry foreign women.
The Israelites that Malachi was preaching to wesejust messing up every now and
then—trying to get things right but not quite ligirup to their potential. No, these
Israelites were sold out to sin. However, in lightheir outrageous rebellion, they really
did believe themselves to be a righteous peoplietef by injustice.

What we have seen from the beginning of Malaclingd these Israelites were an
unjust people, a rebellious people, and here we firem claiming themselves to be
innocent victims of injustice. They were confidemtheir service on God’s behalf; They
sincerely thought that they were righteous; theyesiely believed that they were clean;
they sincerely believed that God owed them, becthesesincerely thought that they had
been faithful and obedient to him.

Malachi 2:17
Look at the conversation that they had with God:itv.

17 You have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet sk, "How have we
wearied [Him]?" When you say, "Everyone who doebkig\good in the LORD's
sight, and He is pleased with them," or "Wherdnes God of justice?"

What we see in this verse is another argumentdmivsod and the Israelites. We
saw something similar in 1:2; 1:6-7; 2:13-14. Tluignversation starts out with an
alarming word from God. God states that he is “wegHrwith the words of his people. In
other words, the prayers of complaint that his pe@gre bringing were wearing him out.
God was saying, “I am sick and tired of your whaliham sick and tired of your prayers
of complaint and accusation!”

The Israelites then contort back, “How have wenvegbhim?”

Then the Lord spells it out for them, “Do you wamtknow how your words have
wearied me? Common! Just take a look and considernature of your whining,
accusatory prayers.” Take a look at what the Igeselvere doing? They were blaming
God for not taking action against their enemiese Hnaelites felt oppressed, and in many
ways they were. They were under the control ofRbesians, and had experienced a good
deal of conflict from their neighbors. In fact, matholars suggest that Malachi was
written during the same time period of Nehemiah. kdew from Nehemiah that the
Israelites were receiving much opposition from thrtighbors. Have you ever heard of
Sanballat and Tobiah? They caused the Israeliteh gef. Israel was a weak country
with no army, and they were surrounded by bullyamst And what we see in Malachi
2:17 is that the Israelites were angry at God @@raoming to their rescue.

And why didn’t God come to their rescue? Becaukey twere a hard-hearted,
sinful people who had completely rejected the camérihat God had made with them.



They accused the Lord of not dealing with siByé&ryone who does evil is good in the
Lord’s sight, and He is pleased with thémm saying this the Israelites are accusing God
of being loosey goosey on sin. In essence, what Were saying was this; “God you
continue to let those who sin against us get awigty mwurder. Why have you not come to
our aid; why have you let the evil trample us dowony can you call yourself a holy God
and let such injustice happen to your people? Yanitdbe a holy God—a holy God
would not be so indifferent to sin by letting thesions get away with such atrocities
against your own people.” Notice in the last hdilflee verse they say, “Where is the God
of justice?” Thus, the Israelites were accusing Gbimhjustice, questioning his righteous
character.

Does this complaint of the Israelites sound faanilo you at all? It does to me! It
reminds me of Habakkuk’s passionate plea for Gogustly deal with the sin of the
Israelites. He was overwhelmed by the sinfulneskiajustice of Israel and went before
God and cried out;

How long, LORD, must | call for help and You do hsten, or cry out to You
about violence and You do not save? 3 Why do Yote fme to look at

injustice? Why do You tolerate wrongdoing? Opprassind violence are right in
front of me. Strife is ongoing, and conflict esteda 4 This is why the law is
ineffective and  justice never emerges. For the @dck restrict the

righteous; therefore, justice comes out perver{ethbakkuk 1:2-4)

How do Habakkuk’s words here differ from the Iditaés words in Malachi 2:17?
The two are different in every way. Habakkuk plehwGod trusting in his character.
His greatest desire was to see God'’s righteousestsdblished, and the innocent and
helpless protected. Habakkuk had a broken heartesdpleading with God for mercy
on behalf of the helpless. The Israelite’s in Malaon the other hand, aren’t pleading
with God at all. Habakkuk’s heart was broken owerinjustice in Israel, and he cried out
for God to establish peace and justice. The Isegelin Malachi’'s day couldn’t give a rip
about God’s justice! They were just ticked off tiadd wasn't giving them what they
wanted. The Israelites were blaming God, questgpnims righteous character—
suggesting that he was responsible for the injggia@ng on around them.

Habakkuk was broken, while the Israelites in Malaglre angry. Habakkuk was
concerned for the helpless (justice), while theaddites in Malachi were only
concerned for themselves. Habakkuk pled with Gotherbasis of his character,
the Israelites in Malachi demanded God because there suspicious of his
character. Habakkuk blamed the sin on his own Vellsraelites; the Israelites
blamed the sin on God and his lack of action.

The Israelites had no hope, no trust, and no faithe character of God. All they
wanted was what they deemed to be rightfully thdirey felt that God owed them much
because of their offerings and prayers. And whefaited to deliver they got angry.

Really, the Israelites felt that they were righigorictims. They felt that it was
wrong for God to sit idly by as they were beingatezl unjustly by the surrounding
nations. The interesting thing, though, is thatafi read on in the context of Malachi you



will see that these same Israelites who claimebetovictims of injustice were unjust
themselves.
Look with me at Malachi 3:1-5;

1 "See, | am going to send My messenger, and Hecledr the way before
Me. Then the Lord you seek will suddenly come wteinple, the Messenger of
the covenant you desire—see, He is coming," sa&k@RD of Hosts. 2 But who
can endure the day of His coming? And who will iedo stand when He
appears? For He will be like a refiner's fire an#ld cleansing lye. 3 He will be
like a refiner and purifier of silver; He will puiy the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver. Then they will present offigs to the LORD in
righteousness. 4 And the offerings of Judah andusdem will please the
LORD as in days of old and years gone by.

5"l will come to you in judgment, and | will beady to witness against sorcerers
and adulterers; against those who swear falselyaiast those who oppress the
widow and the fatherless, and cheat the wage eaaral against those who deny
[justice to] the foreigner. They do not fear Medys the LORD of Hosts.

Have you ever heard the statement, “Be carefuvtwdt you ask for; you just
might get it.” This is exactly what God is sayirmgthe Israelites through Malachi. Notice
the words “seek” and “desire” in vs. 1. In essendaat Malachi says is this, “You want
justice Israel? You want God to come and dealyusith those who have done evil? Do
you really want this?” The last thing on the plattet the Israelites should have been
seeking or praying for or desiring was justiceheaf they should have been “seeking,”
“desiring,” and praying for mercy.

What we find in vs. 2-4 is that the God of Justicat theythink they want so
badly will come, but he will not come to delivesipeople from their enemies; rather, he
is going to come and thoroughly judge, cleansen@raift, and purify his own people.

In verse 5 we see the climax of this fourth sectiWe see God declaring that God
will come to deal with injustice; however, he ig igoing to deal with the injustice of the
nations who are oppressing Israel; rather, he isggto deal with the injustice of the
Israelites. In vs. 5 he shows the Israelites eyxduilv unjust they have been, and thus he
shows them how much they are deserving of God'gment.

For the Israelites to cry out for justice is algely insane. It is like a murder
crying out to God that he might be just to thosewahe seeking his life; it is like a thief
praying that God might judge the one who broke im® house and stole; it is like an
abortion doctor praying that God might judge th&l9%errorists for slaying the innocent.
Here in Malachi 2:17 we have the unjust praying jisstice. Talk about a blunder! Talk
about a stupid prayer. In praying this they werepliaitly praying for their own
destruction. What should have they been praying kdercy for their own injustices.

A Messed Up Self-Perception

The thing that just really amazes me about theselites is how oblivious they
are to their own sin. Look at the list of injussde vs. 5. The list goes on and on and here
they are in 2:17 praying for God's justice; accgsi@od himself of injustice for not



fighting on their behalf. How could the Israelittave become so dull? How could a
people so wrapped up in their own sin believe theves to be so right with God? These
people are oblivious to their true condition bef@ed. They truly do have a messed up
self-perception.

| believe that these Israelites really believedrbelves to be righteous and just
and good; they really saw themselves as innocetims; they really thought that they
had been faithful to the word of God. After alleyhbrought their sacrifices, prayed their
prayers, and did whatever else the law demandaah $ure that if you were to challenge
them on their sincerity and obedience, they woadehuseavery four-letter word in the
dictionaryto defend their innocence (how ironic).

The question | have is this, “How can people askadcas these Israelites be so
wrong about themselvesMow can they miss the big fat X on their forehead? The
answer is quite easy. This is a universal condifidre reason people can be so clueless
about who they truly are is because we as humansarupt at the very core of our
being. We love sin, which is by nature deceitfublifews 3:13). Our perception of all
reality, including the reality of who we are, haeh distorted. Can we not see this when
we speak to the average unbeliever. Most unbekebeftieve themselves to be good
enough to be saved. Most think that they are fitwaven because their good outweighs
their bad. There is a big fat X on every unbelis/&rehead, and anyone who is simply
honest about their own private thought life knoWws tepth of their sin, and yet most
pretend as if they are fit and worthy for heavendose their good outweighs their bad!
Would we not all agree that a person who would aatit that every thought and
intention of their heart was only evil continuaffgenesis 6:5) was either insane, a liar, or
dead? We all know that our thoughts are enouglonodemn us, and still unbelievers feel
that they do not need to trust Christ for theivatbn.

Think, for instance, about Paul before his conwersHe killed Christians in the
name of God (Acts 9:1-2). He had a passion (zeal{sbd (Philippians 3:6). His passion
was not pleasing to God; nonetheless, he beliewsds (and with all of his being!). This
is why we must be careful to remember that thethsateceitful above all things. Look
with me at Jeremiah 17:9-10:

“9 The heart is more deceitful than anything else alesperately sick—who can
understand it? 10 I, the LORD, examine the mirtést the heart to give to each
according to his way, according to what his actideserve.”

The heart is deceitful because it is thoroughlytaorinated with sin. This is why
we must suspicious of ourselves. | would agree Wilwe Harvey when he says that we
ought to be suspicious of ourselves in regard toheart's motivations.Even the good
things we do can be so contaminated by motivestlaodghts that are not pleasing to
God. As Christians we must remember that God hasved our heart of stone, replaced
it with a heart of flesh, and sent his Spirit toalvwithin. Thus, although this passage
certainly says something about the Christian, thesian has become a new creature.

Even still, though, look at what the Apostle Paas ho say about his own motives
in 1 Corinthians 4:3-5:

! Dave HarveyWhen Sinners Say ‘| Do’: Discovering the Powerhef Gospel for Marriage
(Wapwallopen: Shepherd Press, 2007), 64.



3 | care very little if I am judged by you or byyamuman court; indeed, | do not
even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, laitdbes not make me innocent.
It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judgdimgt before the appointed time;
wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light w&his hidden in darkness and will

expose the motives of men's hearts. At that tirok @@l receive his praise from

God. (NIV)

What is going on here in the context of Paul'seletb the Corinthian church is
that he is dealing with those in the Corinthianrchuwvho are elevating him, putting him
on a pedestal, which was actually causing a diindae church. Some in the church at
Corinth were, in essence, flying the Paul flag bigthan the Jesus flag. When he said
that he cared very little if he was judged by théa was not referring to some sort of a
negative judgment. Rather, what he was saying Wasuld care less if you judge me to
be God’'s most faithful and trust worthy servant”dther words, Paul was saying, “I
don’t ultimately get some sort of a ‘spiritual higtf of knowing that you consider me to
be a Super-Preacher.” And why didn't Paul get ladl butterflies that most pastors and
theologians seek? Because, Paul understood thpetime of God are ultimately not the
judge of how faithful and godly he is, God is.

In vs. 4 Paul even states that he ministers witlear conscience. In other words,
he considers his work for the Lord to be done witimixed, pure motives; however, he
then states,but that does not make me innocent. It is the lwihd judges mé.Paul
knows that there will come a day when the Lord Miling to light what is hidden in
darkness and will expose the motives of men’s kéaraul knows that although he is
unaware of any impure or evil motives in his minjisbnly when Jesus comes back and
exposes “what is hidden” will he knoker sure how pleasing his ministry and life was to
Jesus.

Thus, he does not get a kick out of the Corintlsamiduly praise of him, because
he knows that his sincerity and faithfulness caly be fully determined by the Lord. Not
even Paul himself knows what lies deep beneatlskheof his heart. He walks around
with a clean conscience, but confesses that helardws the tip of the iceberg—the tip
of what lies in his heart.

How many times has God turned the lights on in yourd and heart, exposing
some hidden motive that you didn’t even know wasdR This is something that | can
personally attest to. God will open the eyes of meart to some sin just beneath the
surface of my heart that has been in my heart,vatitig my good deeds in the name of
God. | hope he does this for you to. If you praykyfread through Scripture, truly
applying it to your heart, God will expose idoldasins that you didn’t even realize were
there. And you will come to realize how ignoranuyare about yourself. This is why |
agree with Harvey that we ought to be suspiciousun$elves, even as Paul was.

The point of discussing 1 Corinthians 4 is notuggest that Paul was questioning
his salvation. The purpose, rather, is just to prihhvat Paul himself knew that there was a
limit to how well he could know his own heart.

Turn with me to Matthew 7:21-23. In this passagsudewvarns his hearers of the
danger of having a deranged self-perception.



21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord!" weliter the kingdom of
heaven, but [only] the one who does the will of Ré&gher in heaven. 22 On that
day many will say to Me, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we ph@sy in Your name, drive out
demons in Your name, and do many miracles in Yamer?' 23 Then | will
announce to them, 'l never knew you! Depart from ye lawbreakers!

Jesus here describes those who have a messed-pprseption. Notice that they
enter the after life with an unshakable understagpdhat God will accept them because
of the mighty works he has done through them. Ttheyght that just because God used
them they could have assurance that they wereJesus teaches that this is not a
sufficient basis for knowing whether you will haeatrance into heaven or not. Who
does Jesus identify as the one who will enter thgdom of heaven, “but [only] the one
who does the will of My Father in heaven.” Theseple have a messed up perception of
themselves. They think themselves to be one waynhvaotually they are another, just
like the Israelites in Malachi’s day.

Most people think that they are saved just becthesg effortlessly fulfill a few
Christian rules. They read their Bibles, pray, @elize, come to church, and teach a
class. The Israelites in Malachi’'s day had a simiténdset. They thought that they were
right before God because they brought their saesfito the altar, celebrated the
appropriate feasts, frequented the temple, andatiaildeir prayers. And yet, we find that
in spite of all of this external adherence, theyjteth to obey God's most weighty
commandments, love and mercy. God rejected theiygos and rejected them as his
people. They could not have had a more skewedsetieption.

The heart is deceitful. You think your motives anere when you look at the
surface of your heart, but as soon as you statiga little bit deeper you begin to see
how warped you are at the core of your being. Yeedthe word of God to bring to light
what lies deep within. The only way you can comé&row the true condition of your
heart is to prayerfully read God’s word, letting ight shine in the darkest recesses of
your heart, exposing what you “O’ so badly wankéep hidden.”

Conclusion
Do you have a messed up self-perception? Are ikeute Israelites? My plea to
you this day is to obey Paul’'s admonition in 2 Gtrians 13:5

Test yourselves [to see] if you are in the faithaBine yourselves. Or do you not
recognize for yourselves that Jesus Christ is u?yeunless you fail the test.

This is the most important thing that you can doe heart is deceitful above all
things. Do not rest until God has confirmed in yspirit through his word that you have
life from above, that your sins have been forgivarg your place in heaven secured.

Your heart is deceitful above all things, but duyrepent of your sins and believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, you can come to knowsChs the one who cleanses you of
your sin. Christ promises to wash and clean als¢hawho come to him no matter how
dirty and defiled they may be.

Do not assume that you know yourself. Let God yell who you are. Do not
assume that you are his just because you havealloihe right things. Do not hesitate to



see Myself, Kevin, or Moe if you need any counsgliwe will pray with you, read the
word with you—whatever it takes to minister to yaaul. Whatever you do, do not rest
until God has confirmed you as his own blood-boygbgsession. It is better to live 70
years of unrest, testing yourself to make sure ybat faith in Christ is genuine, than to
spend an eternity in hell.

Jesus can save you.



